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In my capacity as Vice-Rector for International  Relations and on behalf of the Rector and the management of the University of Szeged,  it is my pleasure to welcome you, dear Erasmus students, American guest students and Hungarian mentor students, who represent the Erasmus Student Network and the Students’  Union, on the opening day of the Orientation Week organized by the International Mobility Centre.

To start with, let me refer to Divina Commedia by Dante Alighieri, one of the biggest European poets, the father of Modern European literature:

„Nel 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.mediasoft.it/dante/pages/notin01.htm" \l "notain01_1" \n nota
mezzo del cammin di nostra vita

mi ritrovai per una selva oscura

ché la diritta via era smarrita”

In English:

„Midway upon the journey of our life 
I found myself within a forest dark, 
For the straightforward pathway had been lost.”
The enthusiatic reader of Dante, T.S. Eliot wrote: the poetry of Dante is the one universal school of style for the writing of poetry in any language” and „If everything derived from Rome were withdrawn – everything we have from Norman-French society, from Church, from Humanism, from every channel direct and indirect, what would be left? A few teutonic roots and husks. England is a Latin country.”
Why should I think that it is important  to remember and mention these words on this special occasion? Because, I am convinced, that continouos understanding and preserving the values of the European culture  are essential not only for the European community as a whole, but also for us, as individuals, in our everyday lives. The University of Szeged is highly dedicated to this  mission and  that is why the University of Szeged has been participating in the ERASMUS programme, (which had been established by the European Union on historical European academic traditions),  for 14 years.

Our university is proud of its international activity and cooperation networks, the continuously increasing number of our incoming foreign students and professors as well as of our recognized academic and research achievements abroad.

The Erasmus programme started at the University of Szeged in 1998 when, in the first year, we received 8 students. In comparison, already 163 incoming students have been welcomed by and enrolled at our faculties in the last semester. I think it is worth mentioning, that from  among them 47 students have prolonged their study period here and continue their  studies now together with our new ERASMUS applicants.

And what about the University, the studies and the city? In 1581, István Báthory prince of Transylvania, king of Poland, Grand Duke of Lituania took measures to establish a Jesuit’s collegium, with two faculties: Theology and Arts and Philosophy, at Klolozsvár (Cluj). After about three centuries of struggle for life, only in 1872 was founded a traditional european university with four faculties (Law, Medicine, Theology, Philosophy). This istitution was tranferred, after the, for us disastrous, Treaty of Versailles to Szeged, in 1921.
During this week you will get more information and help from my colleagues, the Hungarian teachers and students. You will have the chance to experience also the life and culture in the City of Sunshine (however cold is now, the spring is coming and the city will get alive soon, believe me...) 

I wish you a pleasant and memorable stay in Szeged and at our university!  

Accomplish your studies successfully, discover our country, our culture and find new friends  in Szeged! 

And never forget to return...you are always welcomed!

2

