Drew Weissman (1959–) graduated from Brandeis University with bachelor’s and master’s degrees in biochemistry and enzymology in 1981 and went on to receive his MD and PhD in immunology and microbiology from Boston University in 1987.
Since 1997, Dr. Weissman has been a faculty member at the University of Pennsylvania, where he teamed up with Katalin Karikó. Together, they pioneered mRNA technology incorporating modified nucleosides – a breakthrough that the university patented in 2005.
Dr. Weissman has also collaborated with Hungarian microbiologist Norbert Pardi, who, like Katalin Karikó, began his career at the University of Szeged. 
Dr. Weissman holds the title of “Roberts Family Professor in Vaccine Research” and serves as the director of the Penn Institute for RNA Innovations at the Perelman School of Medicine at the University of Pennsylvania.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Among the nearly fifty scientific awards received by the Karikó–Weissman research team, notable distinctions include the 2023 Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine, awarded for “discoveries concerning nucleoside base modifications that enabled the development of effective mRNA vaccines against COVID-19,” and the title “Honorary Doctor of Brandeis University.
