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Richard Shusterman is a truly exceptional neopragmatist philosopher. He is the founder and leading scholar of somaesthetics. His large oeuvre of scientific publications, specialist books and popular texts covers an amazing breadth of research topics.
Shusterman, although born in Philadelphia, was an Israeli analytic aesthetician before Rorty suggested he look more thoroughly into Dewey’s Art as Experience. Shusterman, who got his Ph.D. in Oxford, St. John’s College, after some years of teaching at different Israeli universities, resettled in the US. Shusterman became a professor of philosophy at Temple University, and served as Chair of the Philosophy Department from 1998 to 2004. In 1988 he changed his mind on the basis of personal experiences and philosophical readings of texts, and became a pragmatist. He started to work out his project of somaesthetics in the second half of the 1990s.

Shusterman became internationally famous with the publication of Pragmatist Aesthetics  (1992), which has since been translated into a dozen languages, among them Hungarian. Later he strengthened his philosophical position in several other books. In 2004 he became the Dorothy F. Schmidt Eminent Scholar in the Humanities, Professor of Philosophy and English, and Director of The Center for Body, Mind, and Culture at Florida Atlantic University, where he has continued to develop his philosophy of somaesthetics.

His somaesthetics is well-known all over the world. There are many somaesthetic foundations, forums, and communities in Europe and the Far-East since it has become an international movement in the last decade. Professor Shusterman visited Hungary many times (2014, 2017, 2018) and delivered lectures also at our university (2017, 2018). In 2018 we created the Hungarian Forum for Somaesthetics to connect easier to other countries’ somaesthetic communities and develop the Hungarian philosophical life. Nevertheless, many books, articles, interviews, and lectures have already emerged on the basis of our cooperation with professor  Shusterman.
